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Partial English Translation 
of the first Japanese Official Action, 
which is relevant to the cited References 1, 2 and 3 
(in the corresponding Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-280618) 

• Claim 1 

• Reasons 1 and 2 

• Cited Reference 1 

• Note 

Cited reference 1 discloses a method of supplying compressed air when 
carbon monoxide in a hydrogen rich gas containing this carbon monoxide 
produced by a steam reforming reaction is selectively oxidized using a carbon 
monoxide selective oxidation catalyst (see paragraphs [0034] to [0036] and FIG. 
!)• 

Moreover, cited reference 1 discloses that the carbon monoxide selective 
oxidation catalyst is preferably subjected to a reduction treatment in advance, and, 
as the method for the reduction treatment, discloses a method of supplying the 
hydrogen rich gas used for the carbon monoxide selective oxidation reaction, that 
is, the steam reformed gas on the carbon monoxide selective oxidation catalyst 
under a heating condition (see "Claims" and paragraphs [0029] to [0031]). 

In view of this, it is obvious in cited reference 1 that the carbon monoxide 
selective oxidation catalyst is subjected to the reduction treatment by the 
hydrogen rich gas used for the carbon monoxide selective oxidation reaction 
before compressed air is supplied, and it is also obvious that the carbon monoxide 
selective oxidation catalyst is heated upon the reduction treatment. 

Accordingly, there is no difference between the matters that are specified 
in the invention according to Claim 1 of this application and the invention 
disclosed in cited reference 1. 

• Claims 2 and 4 

• Reason 2 

• Cited References 1-3 

• Note 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have appropriately selected based on 
the known conventional technique in the relevant technical field to utilize heat 
generated by an electric heater or heat of combustion generated by catalytic 
combusting a combustion fuel using a combustion catalyst (if necessary, see, for 
example, "Claims" and paragraph [0024] of cited reference 2 and paragraph 
[0027] of cited reference 3). 

Accordingly, one of ordinary skill in the art would have readily made the 
inventions according to Claims 2 and 4 of this application based on the inventions 
disclosed in cited reference 1 to 3. 



Claims 5 and 6 



• Reason 2 

• Cited References 1-3 

• Note 

Cited reference 1 discloses a fuel cell system that has a fuel reforming 
apparatus using the carbon monoxide selective oxidation catalyst (see paragraphs 
[0034] to [0036]). 

Although cited reference 1 does not explicitly disclose a controlling means 
for controlling the supply of the compressed air, it is only a matter appropriately 
determined by one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a controlling means for 
controlling the supply of compressed air such that compressed air is supplied after 
the reduction treatment of a carbon monoxide selective oxidation catalyst. 

Accordingly, one of ordinary skill in the art would have readily made the 
inventions according to Claims 5 and 6 of this application based on the inventions 
disclosed in cited references 1 to 3. 
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